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Mr. H. A. BARKER respectfully inform 
the Public, that ks took He Fiem of Pwto- 
Ferrt^o in the latter part of October and 
beginning of November, 1814. As soon as his 
motive for visiting Elba wot made known te 
Count Bertrand, to tfihofn he had a letter o^ 
wtroduction, he immediate^ received permission^ 
by an Order from Count Drauat, Governor of 
the Palace, to take his Sketches from imy part 
he thought most agreeable. The present pomt, 
therefore, was chosen, as it confined a better 
View of the To!^ and Bay, than any other 
station he went to. 



J. ADbAM, Priaur, S3, BbkInIoimi* CHow. 



jb^Googlc 






5s H,iiC» 



DifiSCRIlPTION 

OI TEE 

VIEW OF 

Elba ms^ toRxo-FERRAjo. 



JlAMK, known to the ancient Gredu by this 
name of .^halia, and to tbe Romans by that o£ 
Ova, is an islaod in the Mediterranean, situated 
abottv four leagues from the promoDtofy of i^H>* 
bino, in Tuscany. It is of a triangular formt 
nearly twenty Allies in length, and about sixty 
miles ih circumference, though there is but little 
<erritory, being cut into by many bays and creeks, 
«}uoh make it, in several parts,, extfemely narrow. 
The Island is composed of high land, and at ses 
bsa a most beautiful appearance, many of tbe 
mountains being covered to their summits with 
odoriferous plants, myrtle, and evei^reen oak; 
while others are altogether barren and rocky 
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masses, whose savage wUdness ^ves a pleasing 
contrast to the cultivated slopes and valleys at 
their base, abpunding in vines and fig-trees, with 
a little grain, and some dives. This Island was 
much frequented by the Greeks and Romans on 
account of the superior iron it produces. The 
mines ara on the east aide, at the small Town of 
Rio, (not seen in this View.) There are no rivers 
in Elba, but a number of springs and rivulets 
sup[dy the inhabitants with excellent water in 
abundance. The clim^e is warm and genial, 
and the soil capable of much improvement ; yet, 
notwithstanding these advantages, it produces lit- 
tle to support its population, computed at from 
1 1 to 13,000, which is supplied with almost every 
necessary from Leghorn and Piombino ; in return 
they export iron ore, none being manufactured 
by the Elbese from want of sufficient wood for 
fuel, also salt and wine, which i» of excellent 
quality. Another article of c^xportia the tunny. 
This fish, and the salt, belong to government; 
and fornva considerable part of its revenue. 

In the Island are two fortified towns, Porto-Fer- 
rajo, pconoviBced, Fernofo J>y the oatives, and 
FortOrI.obg«ne,.wUli several .vill^es'andfaaralets. 
The latter tOYtn is situated on the south-oast side 
of tbeislaiul, but. no^ seen in-tbe Panorama. - 
Focto-i!EfiVFaj«,c -the capitaly trt* atudted on the 
north Hd«^ built on a higb promontory, detached 
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from the* main land hy a smalt canal, cut on tB# 
south end, as a ditch to Fort Falcone. Over the 
canal is a draw-bridge. The Town standi lot Che 
entrance of an extensive Bay, bearing its name, in 
which' the largest ships of war may anchor in 
perfect safety, and has a good harbour of A serai- 
cireular form. Its popalation is esttinated at 
3000 sods. 'Hie hoQses are built in stress 
rising above each other on the side of- a hiU« 
terminated on the top by two Foi'tSj the Falcone 
and Fort Stella. The former is of great eitent 
and considerable strength, surrounding the whole 
west side of the town, with batteriea down to 
the beach. The fort was huilt by Cosm* tho 
First, Grand Duke of Tuscany, who received the 
territory of Porto- Ferrajo -from the government 
of Piombino, in 153^7, to fortify the town, and 
protect it from the frequent incursions of Barba-' 
rossa, who ravaged the Island at difFertht times* 
The Grand Duke, having completed'theworks, 
called the Town Cosmbpoli. 
' Fort Stella is smaller than the Falcone. It 
has a' light-house, and defends the entrance oi 
the Bay. Between these forts, upon the top of 
a high cliffi ■ overhanging the sea, stands' thd 
Pavilion, inhabited by Bonaparte. The building 
is small] and consists of a centre and two Wings, 
all one story above the groond. The centre had 
only a ground-floor when the Emperor came to 
the Island, but he added the upper part, makiog 
b2 
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it higher than the wif)g». From bencevon ant 
«dc* he bad 9 view of his n^ive Island, (Coraioa,) 
^tBSil ten ietigttei, the I^ands of Captaja taiA 
QorgoB9a vitb tbe Co^st of Tuscaoy, from tfa* 
|i9iqt WW I<eghora almost to Piombing ; aad» 
OR thO' otb^F sjde, the whpJe Town, vfHh ttf 
Hai^4ur »pd estennve Bsy i $o tti^t no vwad 
WSiM afriv* or depart without bis .knQvlcdgc. 
lit profit of the Pavilion^ on the opposits skje of 
ti» WI4. vere the Barrack* of tl)Q Imperial 
^mris, wJm fcrflowed jBonaparte from Franww 
6<8)Wticig of 700 picked moi ; and within aa 
b»it4i!«d yards hi* piother b^ a very ejit^o^tvft 

The »tr©at? of porto-FeiraJQ are iacpn^enisnl 
it) QQEwequence of their ascent, and being pave4 
to isteps. except one wb^h runs tl^ whole length 
of 4lfee toffo, near the Qnay. Of course np twr 
Tiaew wre- fiWO in thcwi i nor were ther^ wy 
is :t^9. toyf^, eoMSept those of Bonaparte and hi^ 
suite. As there was no carriage-way, he co^-. 
t^uc^ avnad fropi hi|8 house, bchi,nd the tovn> 
Wdwg ^pv^ *be gate of Fort Falepne t» thfl 
t^uoUy. A^ the period this View was tajf^en, 
. ^.Qret .vfQK tfffQ hotels, the one h^ toleri^V^i 
accpotmodalton, but the otber dirt;y in th^ 
03itEew«fdTid. several coff^-hDuses* but no places 
of pv^lic tmuaemeint t though it w^ int^ndeci tQ 
have had a company of perfiirmers as soon as ^ 
tbeatJ^ cQuld he completed ; for which piuposQ 



tbc Cqiperpr had f>|^c^ i3s» ^net|»t church', 
ifSSd by the: French heiar^ hit aicrlv^ as abarracfc^ 
ioh^ fitted upi aD4 wbif:h, ip, Novernber, vna 
VSbt}^ finished, li^ to«H) has we sqaare, called 
th& jP/qc ^ i'Arv^fs. Ijierg ^ouw ^Comwan reorutts 
we)^ dail^ ^i^'l^i ^y ^Hcriij Cfunhrdne, during 
Mr. ^rker's st^y. TixSft osi doabt> fonned 
pail 9f the body ^t^at tio^Qfnpwafed Soofiparte to 
|<>^qe. The p^ sidi^ jof :tbe l]ftil>our ta boand- 
cd ^y 3 loqg w^rkj WFYlflK J*s «n Aismal^ cadlad 
th^ tingSeU?, t«?Biing|t^ t(y a very singular 
Tw^r, (Fort Makrtrfle.) FrPm th». pcsnt tb" 
pr^pt Y^w \v» talMm, ^t . tbe observer i» r«- 
ipotfiid ai sMt way frp» it in order id show a 
wort* Wrfeip* if^igM* ip its for»^ 

;Prpnj Fort JN4sit<iUft t« Fort Stella is one con- 
tinued vapge «tf bjtti«rtee^ by ^icb theanb^nco 
to Forto-Ferrajo is complete 4dended> makitig 
the te^ole town Gii^ o^i^v ^trongeet fonnsses in 
£^jcop& 

jQji the w^t fide ,^ «ifa« Bay, a Kt^etathe 
fpuJiH of tjtte tavm, ftaitds FwtiSt. Gbnd, boUt 
tapivt^t the Lazaretto qo ti^ beach bdew. 
In cpnB^Dc^iiig 1^19 I^zflvett(^.fianapeTte.favni«ci 
a plati ,tQ m^e I*<rto-Ffrr«y« a ^oaren^ne itation 
fQf vewfilft coming fi^* the t»s%M the Medtter^ 
rapean, 49 it wo]ild be nfOfer iar:«faeaa tSoMt 
Soiag to I^Jiorn, .the lalaufi where gudt ships 
geoendly jwrfcisn tbat cwemony. In doii^ thi» 
he offended the people of Leghorn, as it was 

L,;,-z__lv,C00g[c 



di^iiKing tbem of some-advanfagu ; and; as a res-' 
sel actually came to Elba from Malta, and landed 
her good^ &c. in the Lazaretto, the governtnenf 
of Leghorn declared the wbole Island to hs 
under quarantine, at the same time prohibiting 
any communication with the Elbese. This 
measure had the desired effect ; for^ after a 
lapse of two montbst Bonaparte, finding his sub^ 
jects w^e in danger of being starved, was forced- 
to relipqui^ his quarantine prqect, and the 
works were discontinued. Some of the build-' 
ings, in their unfinished state, are seen in the 
Panorama. Over them, at some distance, ar& 
seen two foft8,,"the one, Fort Blanc, situated upon 
a high bill near the sea, was built by the French ;' 
the other was constmcted by the English, when 
the Island was in oiir po^ession in 1801-2. It 
is called fort ^«g'/ois. 

. A Utile to the, left of the Lazaretto is /incoff- 
stanle, a corvette brig of War of eighteen guns> 
belonging to the Emperor, and the only ship he 
had, (the same in which he returned to France.) 
She was sent to Naplfes to convey his sister 
Pablipe, the Princess Borghese, to Elba; who 
arrived on the Sist of October last. Immediate- 
ly i^pon the; brig appearing in, wght, iJonaparte, 
acctHnpaniffd by -soma officers, went in a barge, 
followed by some others, to meet the Princess at: 
'.sea, and returned with her in the barge under » 
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toyai salobe from Heq- gam eeamnthe end of 
the LiDguetta, where the ^peror, CoIoth^ Snt 
N. CsDppbell, Coimts Bertrand and Drotiot. and 
General Cambrobe, are represented ia the Paint- 

The dsy after the arrival of the PHdcess, tvro 
mercbaot brigs entered the harboar> and landed 
a great quantity of property belonging to her, ai 
was said ; this, ^itth th0 rapor^ that she intended 
to remain in FOrto-Ferr^, and Boni^^arte conU- 
nuing to finish his cduntry palace in the Valleji 
of St. Martins, appeared as if he had no idea, 
at that time, of quitting the Islands He went 
almost every d^ to inspect the prepress of tbia 
new palace, to which he bad formed an ' agree* 
able road from the town, and travelled in a 
barouche, drawn by four horses, accompanied by 
Count Bertrand, or Count Drouot, the Governor . 
of the Palace, and a Secretary. Some guards 
attended the carriage, which was always preceded 
by out-nder% Among the guards were some 
of the Polish regiment, and two Mttinatiikes. • 
The vessel seen a-head of I'lnconstautejaasetlee 
from Tunis, whidi came ibto^he Bay bn ^c> 
count of bad weather- The next day twti: ' 
merchant brigs bekm^ng to Geftoa, trfti uttdgf 
English colours, earned fer dKdt«r oA itfef^lnli 
account. The Stateof Turns beid^. then> at'wat 
vith G^noa, Bonaparte supposed that the acttee 
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itoutd follow the bri^ wheA tbey titlkd, md 
capture tbtim ; he therefore laid am doibittgo ok 
ibit Toaisian \rcs8el, and ord«r«d a g&ifd to bft 
l^aced oa tlw Liogtieti;!^ vk\t (be gtaiM poimeJ 
at her, to prevent her slipping out at night, udtli 
Itie brigft had sanled a gi^eietit tiiAe fo moble 
them to reach tbdr d«»)n«tiidft hi safely, 

Oct I'lnconstsntd are ss&» ^« Marci«a« 
tfoaetftUifl, the h^tiirr hi the feldnd ; titff}' A« 
eompoded of marhle aitd grasHs,^ aed liav« qtrnt-* 
ncs which were wolfed i« the time of th« 
Bonianfc In Uie viekiity of Cbes^' m'oteitaiM, at 
MarciuM, i» the ^dBt lucrative tiAiny firitdrji} , 
the oAct n m the Bary of Porto^S'err^o, on thfl 
•»t sid^ oppose tO' the aawlt VHla^ of Mie 
gazitie, when theK ifr ai good hitutt beloin^ftg 
to dte floperiotendaflt of the fi^er^. Tbafi«hiilg 
aeaeou is in Mayr Last year,- when th« ptm&d 
for banning tb< GtHxtty ^rirttd, BtiiMpaRft'a^ 
tended tft ks ctjtatn&aceiAeM, ^ffd strtick dee of 
ehe fish whh a harpoon, ami<M the' aeclacMfiolu 
of the fithermen. 

Under Magazine, a large trixtlt, 0otmed of 
casks, was occas^cmally anchored at the Bay, for 
the purpose erf" firing at with red-hot dho* : at 
this exercise the troops were generally employed 
twice a-week in one o£ the batteries near Fort 
Stella. To prevent accidentB, on such occasion^ 
two smalt blu« Gags were constantly flying^ at the 
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